It is widely believed that human languages cannot encode odors. While this is true for English, and other related languages, data from some non-Western languages challenge this view. Maniq, a language spoken by a small population of nomadic hunter-gatherers in southern Thailand, is such a language. It has a lexicon of over a dozen terms dedicated to smell. We examined the semantics of these smell terms in 3 experiments (exemplar listing, similarity judgment and off-line rating). The exemplar listing task confirmed that Maniq smell terms have complex meanings encoding smell qualities. Analyses of the similarity data revealed that the odor lexicon is coherently structured by two dimensions. The underlying dimensions are pleasantness and dangerousness, as verified by the off-line rating study. Ethnographic data illustrate that smell terms have detailed semantics tapping into broader cultural constructs. Contrary to the widespread view that languages cannot encode odors, the Maniq data show odor can be a coherent semantic domain, thus shedding new light on the limits of language.
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Introduction
For centuries, scholars and scientists have underestimated the sense of smell in humans. Olfaction is often singled out as the least useful perceptual sense, whose role in life is negligible. ''Of all the senses it is the one which appears to contribute least to the cognitions of the human mind" (Condillac, 1754 (Condillac, /1930 . Darwin (1874) deemed it to be ''of extremely slight service" (p. 17), while to Kant (1798/2006) it appeared as ''the most dispensable" (p. 50) of the senses. It has also been claimed that olfaction is of ''little special value across cultures" (Gardner, 1993, p. 61) and that man ''has left the world of smells" (Burton, 1976, p. 109) . Cognitive-and neuro-scientists have expressed the belief that smell is insignificant for humans and that it is ''extremely rudimentary" (Grinker, 1934 , p. 313), vestigial (Pinker, 1997 ), or as Stanley-Jones (1957 phrased it, the human rhinencephalon is ''untenanted" (p. 594).
Hand in hand with these ideas came the popularization of the belief that olfactory language is impoverished. Sperber (1974 Sperber ( /1975 , a proponent of the cognitive approach to communication known as Relevance Theory, wrote: ''In none of the world's languages does there seem to be a classification of smells comparable, for example, to colour classification.. . . There is no semantic field of smells" (pp. 115-116) . According to Henning (1916) , ''olfactory abstraction is impossible" (p. 66), while Kant (1798/ 2006) remarks on a margin of his manuscript: ''Smell does not allow itself to be described, but only compared through similarity with another sense" (p. 51). Similarly, Lawless and Cain (1975) have argued that ''Odor quality names (e.g., woody, fruity) are almost always derived from the object from which the odor emanates, and accordingly are not quality names per se" (p. 336). Similar views are found today:
